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QRH 
continuedfrom page 39 

via World Radio, via The Independent Bohemian 
(FL), KD4VBI, editor, (kd4vbi@juno.com]. 

Jerry Skywalker 
Amateur radio operators have been erecting 

antennas since the earliest days of radio. So, 
perhaps it is apropos that ii would be an ama­
teur radio operator-putting up another set of 
antennas-who would help to write a new chapter 
in space communications. 

The ham radio operator is Jerry Ross NSSCW. 
He was part of the all-ham crew that flew mis­
sion STS-37 in the early 1990s. And now, Jerry 
was one of two astronauts who ventured out on 
a spacewalk on Wednesday, December 9th, to 
attach the antennas to the first United States 
section of the international space station. The 
module is called Unity. 

This was the second of three excursions out­
side the shuttle Endeavour for Ross and James 
Newman in less than a week. They completed 
installing two 100-pound antennas on Unity at 
about the three-and-one-half-hours point of a 
planned seven-hour spacewalk. They then suc­
cessfully pned open a stuck antenna on the 
Russian-built Zarya space station module. 

Even with the antenna repair, the spacewalk 
was not nearly as difficult as the one on Monday, 
December 7th. During that excursion, Ross and 
Newman hooked up forty electrical connections 
between Zarya and Unity. This essentially tied 
the two together as the first stages of the ISS. 

But the antennas that Ross and Newman in­
stalled outside of the Unity module may be just 
as important. They are part of an elaborate com­
munications system between Unity and NASA's 
Mission Control. Once activated, lhe system will 
provide a direct, virtually uninterrupted commu­
nications link between the two without having to 
rely on Russian ground stations for relay. 

Rounding out the mission, Ross and Newman 
also took a third spacewalk and checked out the 
new space station. And typical of ham radio op­
eration, they kicked those stuck antennas-free­
ing them for future work when Russian spacecraft 
come in to dock. 

All of this totaled seven spacewalks for NSSCW 
dumg his 18-year career as an astronaut. Thars 
the most spacewalks by any American. 

Tnx and a flip of the helmet visor to Newsline, 
Bill Pasternak WA61TF, editor. 

War of the Worlds 
Call it life imitating art last year. When a Por­

tuguese radio station decided to repeal Orson 
Welles' famous War of the Worlds broadcast, the 
results were predictable. Graham Kemp VK4BB 
of Q-News reported on the Martians taking on 
Lisbon: 

... On Friday, October 30th, radio station 
Antena 3, in Lisbon, celebrated the 60th anni­
versary of the Orson Welles radio drama War of 

the Worlds by rebroadcasting It during the morning 
show. 

The original Welles script was used and trans­
lated into Portuguese. The station issued a warn­
ing at 7 a.m., announcing their intention to 
broadcast the radio play. But when the play be­
gan an hour later at 8 a.m., panic erupted. 

The station broadcast the landing of a UFO at 
Palmela, and the bulletins said that the Martians 
had set off in the direction of the capital (Lisbon) 
and that military forces sent to stop them had 
proved powerless. 

The program's producer said the radio station 
was inundated with calls from hundreds of panick­
ing people demanding to know what was going on. 

The 7 a.m. warning proved worthless because 
not everyone is listening to the radio that early. 
Some callers said they had fled their workplaces. 
Others with health problems complained that their 
health had deteriorated on news of the Martian 
. ' 1nvas1on. 

One of the organizers of the broadcast said, 
"One hundred years atter the invention of the 
radio, there are still people who will believe any­
thing." ... 

All this goes to prove that even sixty years later, 
some people in radio just never seem to learn. 

Tnx and a "run for your l~e!" to 0 -News, cour­
tesy of Newsine, Bl Pasternak WftSITF, editor. f8 

Back Issues 
of 

73 Magazine 
Only $5.00 Each! 

Call 800-274-7373 

The Pouch 

Protective carrying case for your HT. 
Tough. washable neoprene and nylon. 
Neoprene i tough tuff that absorb 
shock like no leather case ever could! 

Choose from neon red, lime, or royal. 

Stale make and model of your HT. 

ALI pouches $ 18.50. 
With shoulder trap add $5.00. 
Shipping & handling $3.50. 

• 1 Send check or m.o. to: 

Omega Sales 
P.O. Box 376 

Jaffrey. NH 03452 
800-467-7237 
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TH-D7A 
FM Dual Bander APRS and 
9600 Baud TNC Built-In 

TS-570D(G) 
Full Fea tured HF Base 

(5) Model Includes 6 meters 

-
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VX-5R 
50'144/430 MHz 
Heavy Duty FM 
Hand held 

FT-847 
All Mode HF/5011441430 MHz 
Unequaled Satellite Rig 

COM 
/C-706 MKl/G 
HF/5011441440 MHz 
Plus New Features 
& More Power 

TBA 
Miniature5W 
5011441430 MHz, ;::====~ 
Handheld 
.I 

/C-746 3_NEW!J:. 
100 Watt HFl 6MJ:2M /1 1\ /t\' 
Transceiver 

Amer;fron Bencher Butternut MFJ 
Cushcraft Diamond MAHA Astron 
Kantronics Larsen Mirage Lakeview 
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